TEACHERS OF THE PUNJAB
15. GURU HAR GOBIND
THE new spiritual leader of the Sikhs was suited
both in body and temper to carry out his father's
wishes and maintain an army. Instead of wearing
the cord and turban of his predecessors, he, after
his father's funeral rites were over, sent for arms
and armour and donning them, appeared in so
martial a guise, that the Sikh chronicler speaks of
him as shining like the sun. Nor was he content
with wearing armour, he soon enrolled several
hundred men, giving to each a horse and a weapon.
When asked how he would feed them, he quoted the
lines of Guru Arjan :
'God putteth their food even before the insects which
He created in  rocks and stones.
*He  provideth everyone with his daily food; why,   O
Man,   art thou  afraid?'
Chandu became alarmed at the growing power
of his dead enemy's son and made a last effort to
conciliate him and induce him to marry his still un-
wedded daughter. He could not resist adding a
threat that unless Har Gobind consented, he would
treat Har Gobind as he had treated Guru Arjan.
The spirited young Sikh wrote a haughty reply in
which he not only rejected Chandu's offer, but
threatened a fearful vengeance for the tortures in-
flicted on his father. Thou shalt die/ he wrote,